Only stormwater belongs
in a storm drain

These are some things that should not be
discharged to or placed in a stormwater
system:
s
s
s
s
s

,EAVES OR GRASS CLIPPINGS
7ASH WATER WITH DETERGENTS
&ERTILIZERS HERBICIDES OR PESTICIDES
0AINTS OILS OR SOLVENTS
3EDIMENT OR DEBRIS

“Some things don’t
belong in a
storm drain!”

terMe!
Stormwaand

How you can help...
If you suspect a discharge or spill is
hazardous, call 911!

SAM

Keep pollution out of our waters

For all other discharges, spills and
illegal dumping, do one
of the following:
Call the local entity responsible for
the stormwater system.
(A reporting list may be found at
www.StormwaterAndMe.org).
Call the FDEP Environmental
Crimes toll-free number:
1-877-2-SAVE-FLA
(1-877-272-8335)
or #DEP from your cellular phone.

What you can do
to help keep our
waters clean!
Reporting Illegal Dumping
and
Illicit Discharges

A cooperative public education program
of the Palm Beach County Municipal
Stormwater Systems Group
www.StormwaterAndMe.org

Did you know...
Stormwater is the excess rainfall that isn’t absorbed into the ground and runs off to

Why it Matters

nearby lakes, canals, the Intracoastal Waterway, and the ocean. Along the way, it can
pick up debris, chemicals, dirt and other pollutants and carry them into our surface
waters. Much of this stormwater receives little or NO treatment! That means that
what goes in, comes out, in to the waters we use for fishing, boating and swimming.
Intentional dumping and discharging
into stormwater systems, as well as
accidental spills that could enter the
system should be reported immediately so remedial action can be taken
by the proper response team.

• Debris can be harmful to
wildlife
• Nutrients (from leaves, grass,
fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides) can lead to fish kills and
excessive amounts of algae in
the water
• Bacteria (from pet waste and
dead animals) can produce
health concerns
• Sediment can reduce the
system’s ability to handle
potential flooding and adversely
affect aquatic organisms
• Chemicals, oils, and paints can
be toxic to plants and animals

Keep Pollution
Out of our Waters!
SAM

Yard waste does
not belong in
the stormwater
system!

